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CenterPoint Energy decided to convert 
the first floor of its South Houston field 
office into a state-of-the-art Broadband 
over PowerLine (“BPL”) Technology 
Demonstration Lab.  The Lab’s purpose is 
to showcase the benefits of a BPL-
enabled “Smart Grid” for the customers 
and stakeholders of the Houston-based 
energy utility – providing Internet web-
surfing, Voice over IP, a Community 
Network, and other communications, 
automation and entertainment services – 
plus internal Utility Applications including 
AMR Meter Data display, Demand 
Response and Grid Monitoring.  

The system demonstrated at the 
CenterPoint BPL Lab is unique in that all 
of the the services delivered, as well as 
the Broadband and IP communications, 
operate over the Utility’s power lines.  
CenterPoint, like many electric utilities, is 
testing applications for BPL, using the 
Demo Lab as the focal point of those 
tests, to prepare for future deployments. 

CenterPoint contracted IBM Global 
Services to integrate the BPL system for 
their network, and IBM came to 
Broadband Energy Networks to 
implement the complex task of combining 
Demand Response, Automated Meter 
Reading, Load control and HVAC 
automation, in addition to developing 
innovative services to maximize the use 
of the BPL system.  The finished system 
clearly demonstrates many new benefits 
that will be delivered to the Community by 
a “Smart Grid” outfitted with BPL.   
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Contact: George Butts  
VP Marketing & Sales 
Broadband Energy Networks 
7000 Terminal Square 
Upper Darby PA 19082 
Tel: 610-734-1236  
  
email: 

gbutts@broadbandenergynetworks.com 
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